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During this period (from the eighth year to puberty)
the sex impulse is commonly weak and but very vaguely
directed; though it is, I think, an overstatement to say
(with Dessoir and Moll) that the instinct is at this age quite
undifferentiated or not at all directed to the opposite
rather than towards the same sex. During this period the
maturation and extrusion of the germ cells does not
normally occur in either sex, even if sexual connection
takes place. This Is only one of many facts which indicate
that the excitation of the bodily manifestations of sex is
highly undesirable at this age. During this period the
inexperience, the ignorance, the curiosity, the natural
suggestibility and plasticity of the child, and the weak
differentiation or direction of its sex impulse towards the
opposite sex, while stimulation of it is nevertheless capable
of yielding a pleasurable excitement; all these combine
to render the child peculiarly susceptible to perversion of
the instinct. It follows that initiation into perverted
practices of any kind is peculiarly dangerous at this age ;
and there can be little doubt that many cases of homo-
sexuality or inversion, and of "fetishism " (the fixation
of the sex impulse upon unnatural objects) are determined
by unfortunate experiences at this age. That the sex
instinct so frequently turns towards its proper object and
undergoes a normal development at puberty, in spite of
influences which tend to its perversion during childhood,
is strong evidence that its direction towards the opposite
sex is determined by its innate constitution.

Reflection upon these special conditions and dangers
of the child in respect of its sexual development must
force us to the conclusion that the strong condemnation
of pederasty which is common to most of the higher
civilisations is entirely justifiable. There is among us a
considerable number of persons who would defend the
practice of sexual love between persons of the same sex ;
asserting that this is purely a private concern of individual
taste and feeling ; and that the present state of the law
and of public opinion in this country inflicts grievous
hardship upon a number of persons whose sex impulse is
innately directed to their own sex. The answer to all such